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SUBJECT: THE BRITISH GENERAL ELECTION 
FROM AMBASSADOR ANNENBERG 

1 . I WANT TO SHARE WITH YOU SOME PERSONAL REELECTIONS 
ON THE OUTCOME OF LAST WEEK'S GENERAL ELECTION IN 
BRITAIN. 

2. PRIME MINISTER HEATH GAMBLED THAT THE BRITISH 
ELECTORATE SHARED HIS OWN SENSE OF DISCIPLINE AND PURPOSE 
AND WOULD RETURN HIS GOVERNMENT WITH A CLEAR MANDATE 
THAT WOULD ENABLE IT TO TAKE THE FIRM ACTION NEEDED TO 
CONTROL INFLATION. HE LOST HIS GAMBLE AND OEFICE. THE 
OUTCOME WAS UNSATISFACTORY TO BOTH MAJOR POLITICAL 
PARTIES AND THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE. 

3. COLLECTIVELY, THE VOTE SEEMED TO EXPRESS NO SENSE OF 
NATIONAL INTENT, ALTHOUGH WITH SO MANY INDIVIDUAL 
DECISIONS INVOLVED IN VOTING FOR MORE THAN 2,000 
CANDIDATES IN 635 CONSTITUENCIES, IT IS HAZARDOUS TO 
GENERALIZE. UNEORTUNATELY, IN THE ABSENCE OE A NATIONAL 
CONSENSUS THAT ADVANTAGES AND DEPRIVATIONS ARE SHARED 
FAIRLY, MANY PEOPLE REJECT THE NECESSITY EOR NATIONAL 
DISCIPLINE. THEY ARE SO PREOCCUPIED WITH THEIR OWN 
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ECONOMIC INTERESTS THAT THEY GIVE LITTLE THOUGHT TO 
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BROADER NATIONAL INTERESTS. 

4. COMPOUNDINGTHESE PREOCCUPATIONS SO DEEP-ROOTED IN 
CLASS DIFFERENCES, ARE THE SELE-CENTERED EORCES OF 
NATIONALISM. THE SURPRISINGLY LARGE NUMBER OF SCOTTISH 
AND WELSH NATIONALIST MPS WHO WERE ELECTED, AND THE 
SUCCESSES OF THE ULSTER UNIONISTS, SUGGEST THAT MANY 
VOTERS OUTSIDE ENGLAND ARE MORE CONCERNED WITH 
REGIONAL INTERESTS THAN WITH THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
INTEREST. 

5. THERE IS URGENT NEED FOR STRONG AND COHERENT 
GOVERNMENT ACTION TO GET THIS COUNTRY GOING AGAIN - TO 
SETTLE THE MINERS' DISPUTE, RETURN THE COUNTRY TO A 
FIVE-DAY WEEK, MANAGE THE APPALLING BALANCE OE PAYMENTS 
DEFICIT, AND INSTILL AN ELEMENT OE HARMONY INTO 
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS. THE NEW LABOR GOVERNMENT WILL BE 
A MINORITY ADMINISTRATION RESTING ON THE SUFFERANCE OE 

A HANDEUL OF FRINGE ELEMENTS AND AN UNTESTED LIBERAL 
PARTY. GOVERNING THE COUNTRY WILL THEREFORE BE DIFFICULT, 
AND THE NEXT GOVERNMENT WILL BE AT BEST AN INTERIM 
ADMINISTRATION. 

6. THE GOVERNMENT WILL FIND THE BIG INTERNATIONAL 
DECISIONS HARD TO TAKE, BUT, BY THE SAME TOKEN, IT MAY 
BE QUICKER TO RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OE COOPERATIVE 
INTERNATIONAL EFEORTS, ESPECIALLY IN THE ECONOMIC AND 
ENERGY EIELDS. I THINK THAT OUR OWN GOVERNMENT MUST 
TAKE A PATIENT AND CIRCUMSPECT ATTITUDE TOWARD THE NEW 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT, REALIZING ITS FRAGILITY AND PROBABLY 
TEMPORARY STAY IN OFFICE. WE SHOULD THEREEORE USE THE 
TIME LABOR HAS IN OEFICE TO DO SOME CONSTRUCTIVE AND 
PERSUASIVE WORK IN HELPING TO SHAPE LABOR PARTY 
ATTITUDES ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES AGAINST THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT IT MIGHT LATER RETURN TO OFEICE WITH A 
CLEAR MAJORITY. 

7. IF THERE IS ACUTE ECONOMIC HARDSHIP AHEAD FOR THE 
BRITISH PEOPLE, AS I REGRET TO SAY MAY WELL BE THE CASE, 

I STRONGLY HOPE THAT IT WILL PRODUCE A COLLECTIVE 
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WILLINGNESS TO FACE HARD CHOICES, AND THAT THE BRITISH 
PEOPLE WILL PUT NATIONAL INTEREST AHEAD OF PERSONAL, 
SECTIONAL, OR CLASS INTERESTS. THERE MAY BE DARK DAYS 
AHEAD FOR BRITAIN, BUT IT HAS RISEN TO CHALLENGE BEFORE, 
AND I TRUST IT CAN DO SO AGAIN. 

8. DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS AS DESIRED. 
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